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conditions found in the Madras Presidency) that given correctly trained staffs 
employed in numbers sufficiently large to keep the population under surveillance 
during" the whole year and not solely during the cold season, plague could be con- 
fined to imported cases received from foreign territory. The persistence of plague in 
the neighborhood of Hospet, in the Bellary district, and its slow advance from there 
in the current year, under better conditions of organization of the hot-weather staff, 
confirms me in this opinion. 

It will be observed that Colonel King does not even allude to the 
part played by rats; he evidently does not lay great stress on it, as 
shown by the emphasis he lays on human beings as being usually the 
transmitters of the disease. As I have previously pointed out, in 
Sydnev, New South Wales, where conditions for study and control of 
an epidemic are far more favorable than in India, it is the definite con- 
clusion of the health department that plague is a disease regularly con- 
veyed by rats to man. That it is not so in India remains still to be 
proved. 

Report from Calcutta — Inspection of vessel — Cholera and plague 

mortality. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Eakins reports, August 18, as follows: 
During the week ended August 13, 1904j bill of health was issued 
to the steamship JVeidenfels, bound for Boston and New York with no 

Jiassengers and a crew of 64. The effects of the Lascars were disin- 
ected and ship's holds fumigated. Rat guards were kept on wharf 
lines while the vessel lay at dock. 

Cholera and plague mortality. 

During the week ended August 13, 1904, there were 3 deaths from 
plague and 4 deaths from cholera in Calcutta. 

In Bengal during the week ended August 6, 1904, there were 224 
cases and 191 deaths from plague. 

In India during the week ended July 30, 1904, there were 4,431 
cases and 3,209 deaths from plague. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Inspection of vessels — Quarantine against 
bubonic plague in Jorazil — Cholera in the Caucasus. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Eager reports, August 29, as follows: 
During the week ended August 27, 1904, the following ships were 
inspected at Naples and Palermo: 
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